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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The rampant cases of gun violence in the United States has led to the death of many innocent people. Most disturbing is the fact that gun violence has recently led to the killing of about ten high school students in Texas and injuring about 13 of them (Fernandez, Fausset, & Bidgood, 2018). The latest wave of sporadic gun violence scenes has created security fears in schools and other public institutions. In order to protect school going children from the rampant shootings, the government has to formulate a proper plan that will enhance the security of educational institutions across the country. 
In the 2017 budget, President Obama set aside part of the $4.1 trillion budget to cover for various prevention measures of gun violence (Beckett, 2016). Due to the increasing cases of gun violence, the government has to not only provided measures to ensure that there is security all over the country but also focused on providing funds to handle gun violence cases. Each safety measure that will be implemented in schools will cost the government some money thus affecting their operating budgets. Some of the school safety measures that will help in reducing gun violence cases in the country include the following; 
First, increasing access to mental health services across the United States. Such a measure will ensure that there is a proper diagnosis for students to determine their mental states. The mental health services can be extended to schools by providing school counselors, psychologists, and social workers (Beckett, 2016). Such will help in understanding the situations that students undergo and further prevent cases of gun violence in schools. Such a measure will consume into the federal, state and local government budgets as there has to be money set aside for this problem which is created by mental health and other issues.
Secondly, it will be essential to provide a secure environment in schools for all students in the United States. In schools, there must be proper structures and technology that will help keep students and all educators out of gun violence danger. The government needs to invest in personnel, infrastructure, and technology that will protect schools and educators against malicious shooters. Additionally, the government can also provide schools with a budget to hire armed guards who will be within the school vicinity to handle any emergency cases. Research shows that all cases of gun violence seen in the past resulted in the death of many people only when the gunman was not stopped on time either by killing or capture.
Another measure that can be used to help reduce gun violence in the US schools is equipping the department of justice with sufficient resources. In the 2017 budget, the United States government provided $5 million in support on Justice System’s Department of Violence Reduction Network (Beckett, 2016). The budget is meant to ensure that the areas which considered high risk of violence is provided with extra federal resources to help curb the vice. The budget is meant to increase on training officers on the best ways to handle gun violence cases and reducing the possibility of recurrent violence (Beckett, 2016). Such a budget will be able to help American schools increase their security and further reduce on cases of gun violence victims.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, the government will need to establish community-based programs that will educate families on the importance of mental health. The community-based programs will focus on ensuring that families can talk to their children to understand their lives and the challenges that they undergo while in schools. Talking about such issues will help in detecting possible mental health issues that exist and further dealing with them accordingly. The budget set aside for this problem can be used to provide campaigns which can be run on the media networks, social media and on the ground. Each campaign will thus cost money further affecting the budgets.
	The protection of school going is one of the essential duties of the government. It will thus be important for the government to focus on setting aside a budget that will help in protecting students from gun violence. The four school safety measures mentioned above will thus be the best solution to the safety of students and their educators. 
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